
) David \'Veidemam and Donald Collins, r,vho
reqrectively are former and current menrbens of
the NFHS Officials' Quarlerly Publications Com-
mittee, address what sort of eqrlipment the well-
prepared track and field official should bring to any
meet.

Bu Dackl Wreidemann and Donald Collins

ert track officials can stmggle to figure out n'hat
equipment they need. Track and fieid has a lot of

I events. Each one has specific equ\rment needs.
For example, a thmrving event ju.igu nee& a tape mea-

sure for the shot pul that Srdge will need a longe.r tape for
the discLs, and r,',ill also need a steel tape to certify a recorrl
If judges are 'pulling tape," thery rvill also have the practical
cortcem of not suffering a back injury fmm lrending to place
the tape all day. So, rrise thrnudng event jrrdges rvill obtain a
measuring cane or a long pole-like device that nill allorv
them to spear tape fmm a standing prsition

A track officjal in,fuizona rvill pacJ<.some sun proter*ior1
n'hile m official in trVisconsin might pack hand-warmers and
other cold-weather gear. Field event officials ndl need pen-
cils, pens and a clipboard to run their events. Finally, a track
meet can run for the better part of a da_y, so a rvise offrcial
brings food and water.

A nel olficral doesn't have the benefit of vears of expe-
rience to figure out all of the equipment needs. In addition
the nerv oflicial might not have a specialty yet. 'lhe oflicial
might be rrurnurg throws one day, pulllng tape on another
day, serving as a starter at a vouth event yet another day, and
acting as an exchzurge-zone umpire on the rteekend. Differ-
ent evenls require different eqr-ripment needs. Umpires,
exchange-zone.iudges, finish-tine personnel and all the other

6

officials rvho work a track meet make use of different equip
ment.I,{anv host schoois supply much of the equipment (flags
for umpires, stop watches for timers. clipbozu'ds for field
evenls, etc.), but all officials should be prelnred for nhicher-
er event(s) the"l' rvork.

New officials can be ovenrohelmed without some gLrid-
ance as to rvhat equipment to get for each errent and rvherc
to get it. A checklist that lisls equrpment treeds can prove to
be very uselhl.

l'he Norrheast \Visconsin'h:ack and Field Officials Asso
cjation {NE\\''TFOA}, a local traclq, officials a.ssocjation based
in Grcen Bay, \1'rscrrnsin, recently offered a clinic on .starting
mechanics zurd prncedru'es for all track officials. One of the
goals of the clinic rvas to provicle instruction that results in
nlore consi$ency €Lmong rifficials in that zuea. Clinic aften-
dees rryere pnor,idecl with a list of itenn that track and field
officials should have in their bag. \!lth permission frrrm
NE\\,TFOA, that list is prrrvided below'. Please note that s()me
nf the items are unique to l,\'iscoruin (striped shirt) ald to the
climate (dlsposable hand !$armers, etc.). Officials should
g'ierr the list and male rvhatever additions, delefions or
substitutions that are atrryropriate for their state zurct pafi of
the countrv.

a

a

a

Biack-and'white striped shirt (most prefer one nith a
pocket)
Black pants (or strorrs)
Black shoes (polished) and black socks
Brightl;r colored arm sleeve
Clcrsed-barrel starting pistol rvith holster {,32 caliber
and/or ,22 caliber)
Plastic n'histle on lanyzurl (preferably black lanyard)
Ear prntection (ear plugs or ruufT)
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' [-'ias]r slilelc{
. ilat {c4rtional). Nl official-s s}roukl preferabll' \\'ear tiri,

sartte-r'olorpd hirt.
. Black-artd-ivhtte stliped ;acket or trnnsparrrrt ririn rurt

lbr r{i r,e'ne n't'athr-r conclitions

b'*.

. Snrirll c(lncs I'or cr"rt-ins. lixre desisrtatirrrls. etc.

. fttntx. cal"Lts, otlter aids

(ileirrl-l,. tlre atttotrrtt of inlirrnratiott for the tter,r, tmck olfi-
cial is ovcnr{ielnrltg. Evert nlrlrp oi enr'}ielnting is tlter
prnsller-t of lugging all of the needetl equipntettt arotLrtcl. [f
ever a gmul) of officials rteedecl a [ra.q. ttack rrflit:ials need
r)np. ;\s to lr,hat's in the llilg - r,r,ell. that boils dorvrt tcr rr'ltat
lfrlr stat(. or local asscriafion rrc;tdrr'r atrd rrhal t'-rtrr1 lltittr-'s
itork fot'vt-rtt. OQ
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[-rtra shells
Cilearing mg ancl \\:D-,1i) {,rr" other lr-rbricant) frrr grur
f:ltra ivhistle
Fruu+' l)acl( or other irolr{cr fiir shells, nrlrs books, ett:.
Ruies Book, Clase Book. Officials llzuruirl. state arla1)-
liltions
(-liphoarcl, trrlti-l ')(lcket liilder {rr nther rlevice lrr ltolrl

l)drlted mirtedaL5
PerLs iurd' or t)ellcils
.t" -ti 5" (:ilfi-is

Itoll ol'athletic tape
\lalking nra.terial for shrit
()Llt. furgernail ptilish. etc.)
Ballnc:ing rittg [t'rt' shrit
rvorks rvell)
1ap nreaslue (25')

Pliers
51 rike-rttear Lrrir rg clevice
1s'o-gailorr zip-lot:k belgs lirr l)rotecting clipboarrts dru-
ing rainv \{'eilther
Rain geu'
Clor,es {rviu-rtr iilrtl,jor \,!ateq}ror)[-)
Dispnsable ltattd rt'armers
Srurscrcen
Plastic garb&ge hag into u'hich to put riffrcial's hag frrr

I)rltt,ection lrrxn mirr
Lap<--ounting pirctdies or ciurts
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a

a

a

and dist:rs fuitarkers. *'hite-

[tir rveiglr-in (rrrilh .JLr.q rir]g
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