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CALIFORNIA CELEBRATES

STATE DAY

: ficials from all over
the Golden State had an

ortunity to take their
es to new heights during
Officiate California Day, which
took place Saturday, July 29, the
day before NASO's 41st annual
Surmmit. The event was held at
the Riverside Convention Center.
“We want you to know that
we support officiating;” said Rob
Wigod, California Interscholastic
Federation (CIF) Southern Section
commissioner, who retired Aug.
1. “We support officiating in
California, we support officiating
in the Southern Section.’
Attendees participated in
sport-specific breakout sessions,
multiple general sessions and
had a chance to visit with
vendors. Those sessions included
presentations by Brian Seymour
(CIF associate executive director),
Carl Cheffers (Super Bowl LVII
referee) and Violet Palmer (2023
NASO Gold Whistle Award
recipient). Two “Legal and
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& Celebrate Officiating Gala,

onsored by Fox 40, capped
off the annual Summit, in
werside, Calif, July 30-Aug. 1.
Violet Palmer was the recipient
of NASO's Gold Whistle Award,
the highest honor in officiating,
and the NFL Referees Association
(NFLRA) was awarded the Mel
Narol Medallion for its support of
NASO and its mission.

Palmer is a retired NBA

referee — the first female to

Liability, Spectator Behavior
Workshops” were also held,
featuring Alan Goldberger (sports
law attorney) and Don Collins
(Cormnmissioner Emeritus for the
CIF-San Francisco Section).

“The entire leadership team
from the CIF and CIF-Southern
Section, the hundreds of officials
attending the sport breakouts
and the guest speakers, all
these things made for a great
day of learning, fellowship and
networking; said Bill Topp,
NASO president.

One of the highlights of the
sport breakouts was the baseball
training session led by MLB.
Rich Rieker, director of umpire
development for MLB, and
Raquel Wagner, MLB's manager
of umpire operations, combined
with a group of current and
former professional umpires
to lead a group of 200 people
through a one-day MLB Umpire
Camp (MLBUC) at San Manuel
Park in San Bernardino, Calif. It

officiate a major professional
sports league game in the
US. — and currently serves as
the coordinator of women’s
basketball officials for the
Pac-12, West Coast, Western
Athletic, Big Sky and Big West
conferences.

“ can honestly say I really
believe that officiating was
my calling’ Palmer said in her
acceptance speech. “After one of
my games early in my career, my
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was the largest MLBUC to date
this year and multiple attendees
were offered a scholarship for
an all-expense paid MLB Umpire
Prospect Development Campin
Vero Beach, Fla,, in January.

“It really is a privilege for
us to introduce people into
professional umpiring,’ Rieker
said. “Our instructors really do
love to teach”

The instructors for the camp
included Jim Reynolds, Ed
Rapuano, Mike Winters, Ted
Barrett and Charlie Reliford. It
also included a guest appearance
by Gerry Davis.

“We are just trying to help
people get better,’ said Winters,
who retired from MLB after the
2019 season. “If I can help others
get better, Lam lucky. The great
Doug Harvey always said, ‘If you
aren’t learning every day, you
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are done.
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mother said the most profound
thing to me. She said, Vi, you
have found your God-given
talent. You are in your element
and exactly where you need to
be! Those words have stuck with
me my entire career.’

Palmer also thanked family,
friends, partners and current
officials in her program. “Who
knew that when I started, that
the Gold Whistle Award would
be part of my destiny?” she




